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Noah and Oliver show some love 

Ryan, Madison, and Jharna 

compare their beanie baby gifts 

Kimber pensively eats his lunch 

Sara poses for her winning shot 
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Happy Holidays from Belle Meade School: 

See you in 2016! 

  Belle Meade students and staff got together Friday after-

noon before break to celebrate the holiday season and ex-

change gifts.   

  Susan and Mike presented everyone with their annual 

school shirts, Leif passed out his homemade concoctions, 

and everyone partici-

pated in the traditional 

―white elephant‖ gift 

swap. 

  The afternoon was a 

great success with de-

licious snacks and 

treats, beautiful gifts, 

and festive decora-

tions.   

  Many people com-

mented on how won-

derful the tree looked 

this year. Thank you to 

our friends Barney and 

Mary at Moose Hill 

Farm on Jennie Dade 

Lane in Sperryville. 
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A FESTIVE AFFAIR: 

Student Council hosts holiday teacher/

staff appreciation luncheon  
  Last Wednesday, the Belle Meade SCA decid-

ed to give the teachers and staff a surprise holi-

day luncheon. Students provided all the food 

from veggie soup, to amazing rolls, a lovely 

salad, and gingerbread cookies to top it off. It 

all looked beautiful!  

  We wanted to show the teachers our apprecia-

tion for what they do every day at Belle Meade.     

  We are so thankful for all of them, and we 

couldn't ask for anyone better to do what they 

do. Thank you all so much!  

- McKayla Colgan, SCA Representative 

  (And we thank you all so much for making our 

jobs easy…most of the time. It was a fabulous 

lunch! – The Belle Meade Staff) 

 

It’s A Hard Knock Life: 

RAAC’S Fall Musical Production of  

“Little Orphan Annie”  

  The RAAC Community Theater has recently fin-

ished their showings of the play, Annie. Saturday 

and Sunday (Dec. 12-13), as well as the weekend 

that followed it, there were a total of two nightly 

showings and three matinees.      

  The play was well received by those who came to 

see it. I (Jasper) played the role of Rooster Hanni-

gan in the production, and found myself to enjoy 

the role and found the whole experience to be very 

worthwhile. 

-by Jasper Gros, Actor 

2016 RAAC Schedule: 

1/8/16—Bill Dietel 1/23/16—Soup and Soul 

2/12/16—John Isaacs 2/20/16—Soup and Soul 

  3/19/16—Soup and Soul 

(http://raac.org/raacwp/calendar/) 
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Monty Python Meets SNL: 

Belle Meade Spring Variety Show 

  This year for drama, the students have decided 

to try something a little different. Instead of a 

single play or musical, the students will be per-

forming a variety show made up of twenty-

some sketches.  

  They are using everything from Monty Py-

thon, to independent sketches found online and 

things written by students themselves. There 

will be some interesting audience participation 

mechanics as well! Everyone is very excited 

and looking forward to hitting the ground run-

ning once school starts again after winter 

break.  

–Leif Kvarnes, Student Drama Leader 

 

   

Support Belle Meade School 

with Amazon Smile 

Chore Update—Keeping It Clean: 

Housekeeping at Belle Meade 
  Housekeeping at Belle Meade School is no joke; 

the reason why I say this is because right after you 

clean something, it gets messy again! For all of 

you parents out there that clean constantly after us 

kids, I know how you feel.  

  A typical day at Belle Meade for the housekeep-

ing crew consists of cleaning the room where we 

do circle every morning, sweeping the kitchen and 

putting away any dishes in the sink, cleaning the 

tile room (including organizing boots and shoes), 

wiping down the tables, and sweeping the steps 

and walkways. In the afternoon, the housekeeping 

crew cleans all of the classrooms, vacuums car-

pets, puts up all of the chairs, and sweeps the tile 

room again.   

  Every other day, we water the plants in all of the 

classrooms. Then on Thursdays, we clean the 

girls‘ and boys‘ bathroom downstairs which con-

sists of sweeping the bathrooms, cleaning the toi-

lets, and wiping down the sinks and mirrors. Last-

ly, we empty out all of the trashcans in the school 

once a week.  

  No job at Belle Meade is done until there is not a 

single speck of dirt on any of the floors!  

- McKaylah Brown, Housekeeping Chore Leader 

 

(Chore leaders: Housekeeping- McKaylah, Sara, 

James; Garden/Firewood/Pigs- Leif, Noah, Jasper; 

Horses- Elliott & Julia; Chickens/Layers- 

McKayla, Ava, Oliver) 

McKaylah and Julia deep in thought 
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Getting Technical: 
New Electives—Multimedia & Journalism 

  As we welcome the new trimester with open 

arms, we unfortunately say goodbye to cooking 

class and the delicious foods it‘s brought into 

creation. However, there will be no need to 

mourn for long as a new and exciting class has 

taken its place.  

  Join us to learn how to use and maintain dif-

ferent technologies like the new repair group. 

Elliot Eaton, Thomas Gallagher, and Edward 

Giles are working on taking apart old and bro-

ken computers to learn about their inner work-

ings and to hopefully fix whatever problems 

might be ailing the machines. 

  There are also the typing activities, where we 

play action packed keyboard-based video games 

to learn correct finger placement and increase 

typing speed.  

  We also have a new journalism class led by 

Alyssa‘s mother, Val, who will be joining us on 

Wednesday afternoons to work on the school 

newsletter and various newspaper submissions.   

  And last, but not least, is the upcoming school 

comic which is produced and written by ―The 

Dude‖.   

(Multimedia & Journalism meet after lunch on 

Mon, Wed, and Fri afternoons.) 

- The Dude 

   

Celebrating Birthdays at Belle Meade 

Sara, Elliott, Ryan, and Alyssa party with 

Buster and Pacha for Thomas’s birthday 

Barn Talk: Riding Update 
  To start off, the horses have been very happy, are 

in good health, and have been ridden A LOT late-

ly. The equestrian club has been riding our usual 

three times a week with a beginner group on Mon-

days, advanced group on Wednesdays, and inter-

mediate group on Fridays.  

  

We have a mixture of beginners, intermediates, 

and advanced riders on all of our horses, including 

lunging lessons with our Junior Trainer, Alyssa.   

  Ava and McKayla are jumping Dakota, Alyssa is 

training Kodiak, Sofie is working with both 

Aisling and Dakota, Jharna and Madison are riding 

Amethyst, McKaylah is learning on Omni, some-

times Ryan and Thomas come down during PE to 

ride Omni as well, and both Elliott and Sara occa-

sionally ride when they are available.    

  We have also been considering building cabinets 

for our tack room. All of the riders are very excited 

for these cabinets, as we are very tired of constant-

ly cleaning tack.  

  I think it‘s wonderful 

we have so many riders 

participating and that we 

are able to consistently 

give the horses the exer-

cise they need. I can‘t 

wait for more adden-

dums to our riding 

schedule! 

-Belle Meade  

Equestrian Club 

 

Belle Meade School is a 501(c) 3 non-profit organization. Donations can be made online at 
www.bellemeadeschool.org or sent to 353 F. T. Valley Road, Sperryville, Virginia 22740  



December 2015 Belle Meade Newsletter 

When In Rome: 

Fall Trimester Dinner 
  We had our first trimester dinner 

on November 19. The strings stu-

dents played 

some great 

music that 

had people 

singing 

along and 

wanting to 

get up to 

dance.  They 

all sounded 

great!  

  Next, the 

middle 

school students performed a funny 

Julius Caesar skit that was hilarious 

and had everyone laughing. They 

all did a great job!  

  The food was delicious, too. There 

was pizza, salads, fruits, mac-n-

cheese, baklava, cheese and crack-

ers, and much more.  

  It was wonderful to see everyone 

and their families talking and laugh-

ing together. I look forward to it at 

the end of the next trimester.  

  (The 2nd trimester dinner will be 

on Thursday, March 17.)  

- Jharna East, Student Reporter 

Belle Meade Strings 

Jingle All The Way: 

Christmas Parade in Little Washington 

  On Sunday, December 6th Belle Meade School went to the Lit-

tle Washington Christmas parade to walk and sing song such as 

―Have a Holly Jolly Christmas‖ and ―Jingle Bell Rock‖. Elliott, 

Jharna, Sofie, Ava, McKayla, and Ryan along with several 

adults participated. We walked behind some llamas and a minia-

ture horse group.  

  ―The students and parents agreed that we sang the songs too 

many times,‖ Jharna said.  It was still a lot of fun. One of the 

things that the students enjoyed was hearing the crowd call their 

names. ―People were walking past me yelling: ‗Sofie!‘‖ Sofie 

commented. ―I was wondering why all these strangers knew my 

name!‖ 

  Parade organizers invited the school to participate. ―It expand-

ed people's knowledge of the school,‖ James said. 

We hope to have 

more school partici-

pants next year!  

  (The Little Wash-

ington Christmas Pa-

rade is on the 1st 

weekend of Decem-

ber every year.) 

-The Belle Meade 

Journalists 

Thank you to our major donors: 
 

Greve Foundation, Joseph and Lynne Horning/Horning Family Fund, Mike Biniek and Susan Hoffman, 
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David and Virginia Gerrish, Jeanne and John Floberg, Columbus Foundation, Inasmuch Foundation, 

Jeanne Hoffman Smith, Marion Briscoe DeVore 


