
Multimedia Presentation 
 

Multimedia presentations are about entertaining and enlightening an audience in a variety of different ways. To 

maximize its impact, presentations should include text and visuals, and you will be providing the auditory 

elements when you speak in front of the class. 

 

As the tone is academic, you need to use proper grammar and spelling. Your unique style should shine through, 

and the voice should reflect who you are and what interests you. This presentation should include at least five 

slides, and each slide should include text and visuals. Remember the rule of thirds: the space should be 1/3rd 

images, 1/3rd text and 1/3rd empty space.   

 

Your presentation should be between three and five minutes—you will be stopped at the seven-minute mark if 

you go over. 

 

The grading rubric is as follows: 

 Distinction Proficient Complete Developing Incomplete 

Intro (5 pts) 

hook, topic, 

understanding of 

audience 

     

Support (15 pts) 

content/knowledge, 

interest, 

organization 

     

Concl. (5 pts) 

restated topic,  

why it matters, 

ends on time 

     

Verbal (5 pts) 

volume, tone, word 

choice, filler words 

     

Nonverbal (5 pts) 

body language, 

facial expression, 

eye contact, dress 

 

     

Slides (15 pts) 

3-10 slides, images 

and text, clarity, 

grammar/spelling 

     

 

Total (50 pts) __________ 

  



Comparative Synthesis Essay 
 

A synthesis is a written discussion that draws on one or more sources. It follows that your ability to write 

syntheses depends on your ability to infer relationships among sources—poetry, prose, essays, and long-form 

works. In an academic synthesis, you make explicit the relationships that you have inferred among separate 

sources. 

 

This is a true academic essay that needs to be written in third-person perspective and should not draw upon any 

sources other than the two piece you are analyzing. Your introduction should include a hook, literary/historical 

summary and thesis. Each body paragraph should clearly compare how each piece fits your thesis, use specific 

quotations from each piece and include your own analysis of the content. The conclusion should restate your 

thesis, summarize what you’ve proven about the pieces and explain why your analysis is important. 

 

This essay should be 2-3 pages (no longer, no shorter) and be properly formatted. We will use MLA formatting 

in this class, which means you need 1-inch margins (on all four sides), 12-point Times New Roman font (no 

graphic fonts), double spacing (no extra spacing after/before paragraphs), a header (still double spaced), a title 

(no bold or italics), and a Works Cited page. You will receive a content grade (50 points) that will be included 

in your literary seminar grade. Your writing comprehension grade (50 points) will be included in your English 

grade. 

 

The grading rubric is as follows: 

 Distinction Proficient Complete Developing Incomplete 

Intro (10 pts) 

hook, summary of 

each piece, 

comparative thesis 

     

Body (30 pts) 

claim related to 

thesis, quotation, 

analysis, synthesis, 

transition 

     

Concl. (10 pts) 

restated thesis,  

summary of 

purpose, so-what 

     

Format (10 pts) 

page count, MLA, 

organization 

     

Grammar (30 pts) 

syntax, mechanics, 

structure 

     

Style (10 pts) 

audience, voice, 

language 

     

 

Content Total (50 pts) __________ 

 

Comprehension Total (50 pts) __________ 


