
February/March 2017 Belle Meade Newsletter 

BELLE MEADE     

WRITER’S EYE:  

Awards Ceremony 
The 2016 Writer’s Eye Awards 

Ceremony will be held on Sun-

day, March 12 @ 3:00pm in the 

Newcomb Hall Ballroom on 

UVA campus in Char-

lottesville.  Please come cele-

brate with Avigayil and her 

family as her Writer’s Eye short 

story, The Convalescent, is rec-

ognized in the high school prose 

category.  

 

 

ROBOTICS 
In robotics, we have ventured 

on to our new project with a 

look into the sky. Our plan you 

ask? We plan to build from 

scratch a new plane design with 

an increased efficiency and du-

rability that can be taken and 

applied to a real world flying 

model and tested at the end of 

the year. 

Elliott 

School | Day Camp| Farm | B & B 

A MUSICAL EVENING: Bland Music Competition 
On Sunday, February 19: Sofie, Alyssa, and Avigayil repre-

sented Belle Meade 

School by singing in the 

James Bland Music 

Competition at The The-

atre in Little Washing-

ton.  Sofie performed 

“Let’s Hear it for the 

Boy” from Footloose, 

Alyssa sang “Hallelujah” 

by Leonard Cohen, and 

Avigayil performed “Lego House” by Ed Sheeran.  Sofie and 

Alyssa were given honorable mentions and Avigayil placed 

2nd for the vocal competition.  “I was really nervous but in 

the end I’m glad I did it,” says Avigayil.  We are extremely 

proud of our three performers and congratulate Avigayil on 

another accolade this year!  

FOOTLOOSE: Show Time! 
For this years play, we have chosen to perform Footloose. 

Based on the 1984 film, a buoyant young teen from Chicago, 

Ren McCormack, moves to a small town, Beaumont.  He is 

first perceived as the outcast, but later on affects the town in 

many ways. However, his effects aren’t approved by all, espe-

cially the town council. Ren attempts to amend the town’s law 

against dancing. In our performance, we’ll have you follow-

ing every minute of this thrilling production. The students 

thoroughly enjoy practicing. They are willing to step into the 

shoes of their 

characters, and 

the commitment 

they have is 

phenomenal. 

This is a useful 

lesson to teach 

our students 

about public 

performing.   

Ezra 

Belle Meade School is a 501(c) 3 non-profit organization. Donations can be made online at 
www.bellemeadeschool.org or sent to 353 F. T. Valley Road, Sperryville, Virginia 22740  
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SCIENCE: Iron Extraction 
In Integrated Science, we have been studying mix-

tures; one part of that was extracting iron from pro-

cessed food. To do this, we mixed the food with wa-

ter in a blender and blended them until they were liq-

uid. We then poured our food/sludge into thin plastic 

containers and held a magnet to the outside while 

stirring. After several minutes, the powdered iron 

that was in the food gathered around the mag-

net.  This demonstrated how to extract one element 

from a mixture, and also showed us how much iron 

is in popular foods.   

Alyssa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

ART: Painting with Water Colors 

Currently in art class, we are drawing portraits and 

then painting them with watercolor. We started out 

by picking out the picture we wanted to use as refer-

ence then Davette proceeded to show us how to cre-

ate a grid so that we could draw it on another paper. 

After we completed the drawing, we painted them 

with watercolor and the results were great! 

Madison 

 

HS GOVERNMENT: Education 
On February 21st, Belle Meade's high 

school Government class started a project  

that focuses on education. The students 

are discussing the meaning and purpose of 

education, and are answering questions 

centered around the subject. On the first 

day of their project, students looked 

through quotes from different famous fig-

ures who had given their thoughts on the 

meaning of education and watched a vid-

eo of a less-famous figure explaining what 

he believed about the subject as well. 

From these, the students hope to form 

their own opinions about the purpose of 

education and continue their projects from 

there. 

Cliff 

 

EGGcelent 

Hatching eggs is a complicated pro-

cess.  You have to have an incubator or 

have a machine that allows eggs to 

hatch.  Hatching duck eggs is different 

from hatching chicken eggs.  Duck eggs 

must be kept humid, but chicken eggs are 

hatched without being sprayed.  Duck 

eggs usually take longer than chicken 

eggs to hatch.  The gestation for duck 

eggs is around a month while chicken 

eggs take about 22 days.  We are hatching 

duck eggs right now.  Our incubator 

broke.  Because it was an older model, it 

could not handle the humidity.  We 

bought a new one, but that one also 

broke!  So, we bought another new one 

which works.  Then we returned the old 

one.  We hope to have new ducklings 

around March 10th.  We will put them in 

a separate pen until they are old enough to 

be with the rest of the ducks. 

Stephen 
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Garden News: 
In the Garden, it feels like spring; however, over the win-

ter, wind has been the hardest thing on the hoop house 

causing many repairs. The crocuses and daffodils are 

flowering, along with the arugula. Wendy has planted 

radishes and carrots in the hoop house. Most greens in 

the hoop house and outside are coming to their end. Kale 

and mustard has been planted in the field. Mache has 

come back slowly. Seedlings are coming up in Susan's 

room, like leeks and merlot lettice.  Wendy has been 

turning over the beds so she can plant fresh crops for 

spring and summer.  Mike and Ethan have been pruning 

the blackberry and the apple orchard and mulching the 

flower beds. The three seasons CSA/farm share forms 

will be available soon to sign up so you can get your 

fresh veggies, meat, and eggs from Belle Meade.  

James  
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Virginia Gerrish, Jeanne and John Floberg, Columbus Foundation,  Matthew Wheelock and KK Ottesen, 

Inasmuch Foundation, Jeanne Hoffman Smith, Marion Briscoe DeVore 

MUSIC:  

Singing with Maddi 
In music, we have been singing 

Country Roads by John Denver. 

Maddi has us also working on the 

Footloose songs for the play in 

March. The main songs we have 

been learning for the play are 

Footloose, Let's Hear it For The 

Boy, I Need A Hero, I’m Free, 

and I Can’t Stand Still. We have 

been working so hard on all of the 

songs, and we are all very excited 

for the play in a few weeks.   

Sofie 

 
  


