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On Sunday March 6th from 1-3pm Belle 
Meade School will be offering an Open 
House. The open house is a chance for 
local people to visit and learn about our 
school. Campus and farm tours will be 
available as well as student presentations. 
Middle school students will be showing 
their science video "Wasted Trash Talk" 
featuring information on trash and recy-
cling. High school students will be pro-
posing their idea for an outdoor adven-
ture course. Additionally, yummy re-
freshments will be served gracefully 
paired with fascinating conversation. 
This is an opportunity for Belle Meade to 
show the school at its best and attract 
potential new students. Please invite any 
and all friends and family to come enjoy 
our event. 

Edward 

 
 
 
 

 
 

School | Farm | Day Camp | B & B 

Antigone  
On Wednesday, February 17, Belle Meade students went to the State 
Theatre in Culpeper to see The Barter Players perform Sophocles' trag-
edy Antigone.  Antigone is part of the Oedipus trilogy: it is about the 
aftermath of a war between two brothers who both kill each other; 
however, only one is honored after death by being buried while the 
other is not. One of the sisters, Antigone, wants to bury both of her 
brothers and is banished for doing so.  She risks her life to honor her 
brother by defying her uncle and king, Creon. In the end, the curse of 
the house of Oedipus continues and death comes to many.   
 
It was some of the student's first time seeing a Greek performance. "I 
liked it; it was interesting to hear about the Greek gods and see how 
they were incorporated into the play," Julia told us. When asked what 
her favorite part was, she said: "To be honest I didn't really have a fa-
vorite part; I liked it all." There were only six performers, but approxi-
mately 10 characters depicted throughout the play.  "I enjoyed the use 
of costume change with the actors portraying all the different charac-
ters," Sara said. Before the performance started, the performers came 
out and talked to individuals in the audience. "I thought it was really 
nice how they interacted with their audience before they performed; it 
was nice to get to know them on a more personal level," Jharna said. 
Sara, Jharna, & Julia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Belle Meade performers at Culpeper's Open Mic Night at the State 
Theater! Well done. So proud of you! ~ Alex 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Belle Meade School is a 501(c) 3 non-profit organization. Donations can be made online at 
www.bellemeadeschool.org or sent to 353 F. T. Valley Road, Sperryville, Virginia 22740  
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Skiing & Snowboarding  
@ 

Massanutten  
For winter physical education, Belle 
Meade School goes to Massanutten to ski 
every Thursday from 12:30 to 5 pm for six 
weeks. Susan Hoffman, Belle Meade's 
Head of School said, "The opportunity to 
ski and be outside," when asked why she 
decided to organize skiing. The ski pro-
gram is designed to fit a variety of ski lev-
els. There is a mix between the advanced, 
inter-moderate and the beginners. 
 
Sofie is an intermediate skier and her goal 
was to learn how to jump and to get to the 
top of the blue square ski slope.  Most of 
the advanced skiers tend to stay later ver-
sus the intermediate and beginner ski-
ers.  Jharna is a beginner skier and even 
though she had never skied before she was 
a very quick learner. She said that, “I love 
it and it is extremely easy for me to learn." 
A majority of the students agree that they 
enjoy skiing.  When Elliott Eaton was 
asked the highest peak he had been on, he 
replied: "The highest was about 8,752 feet. 
Which is the height of Whistler Ski slopes 
in British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada.  

McKaylah, James, Madison, Jharna 

 

 

Snow Ball 
What was the Snow Ball? 
McKayla: It was a game night and dance hosted by the Belle Meade Student 
Council 
Leif: The Snow Ball was a Valentine's Day and winter celebration party. 
Ava: When and what was the theme was the Snow Ball? 
McKayla: Oh, it was last Friday, February 12th, 7pm to 10 pm. 
Leif: Valentine's Day and snow 
Ava: How much money did we raise? 
McKayla: We raised just about $220 
Leif: 220 buckaroos 
Ava: How was setting up? 
McKayla: It was nice, we all worked together as a team, and I think we 
achieved a really good outcome. 
Leif: Setting up was fine, I think it went pretty quickly and everyone pitched 
in to make some fabulous snowflakes 
Ava: What was your favorite part about the party and why? 
McKayla: The Newlywed game, because it was funny and enjoyable. 
Leif: I loved hosting the Newlywed game 
Ava: How was the party overall? 
McKayla: A good time, it was really nice and fun to see many people from 
the school show up; it was a night of friends and family 
Leif: I thought it was a lot of fun and everyone had a good time. 
Ava, McKayla, & Leif  
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Kung Fu  
Edward Giles aspires to be a Sifu (teacher) 
of Kung Fu. 

Alex: What is Kung Fu? 
Edward: Kung Fu is a Chinese martial art 
that contains principles which can be ap-
plied to more realistic situations.  The 
words kung fu literally translate as "hard 
work to achieve great skill" 
Alex: Why did you choose Kung Fu over 
other martial arts? 
Edward: Through research I discovered 
that Chinese Kung Fu appears to be a supe-
rior martial art compared to those that I had 
tried before.   
Alex: Tell me about your Sifu… 
Edward: I have known Sifu Gordon Wicks 
for nearly 3 years now.  He started as a 
personal trainer for me and quickly became 
a good friend, teacher, and counselor. I 
even view him as a strong father figure like 
many of my other Kung Fu brothers. Be-
fore I did Kung Fu, I was not in a good 
place emotionally, physically, or mentally. 
Thankfully, I met my Sifu and my life 
changed. Kung Fu isn't just a martial art; 
it's a way of life. I hope to continue ad-
vancing through our Kung Fu system and 
maybe become as strong and wise as my 
Sifu. My teacher has instilled great values 
in me, and I have embraced the warrior 
ethos: seek perfection of character, live the 
way of truth to endeavor, be faithful, re-
spect others, refrain from violent behavior, 
and be humble. This ethos, along with our 
motto--love, peace, and harmony--has 
guided me through the past three years of 
my life.   
Alex and Edward 
 
 
 
 
 

Chinatown Lunar New Year  
Festival 2016 Trip  
Two Belle Meade students, 11th grader James and 
6th grader Sofie, went to the Washington, D.C for 
the Chinese Lunar New Year festival and parade 
with their teacher Alex. James recounts that the trip 
was fun and recommends the experience, but sug-
gests to definitely bring a jacket. James, who spent 
a year in China with his family enjoyed being sub-
mersed in the culture and felt that the Lunar New 
Year Festival adequately captured and reminded 
him of fond moments he had traveling. He enjoyed 
having the opportunity to practice his 
knowledge of the culture and language 
with the people in Chinatown and felt 
comfortable in his conversations. Sofie 
enjoyed being submersed in a new culture 
and was grateful for the experience. Over-
all, Alex says that the trip was a valuable 
opportunity to learn about a new culture, 
and although the weather was cold, the 
students enjoyed the experience greatly.    
Noah and James  
 
**Spirit Week February 8th-12th, 2016!** 
Monday-Dress like your favorite winter 
creature 
Tuesday-Dress like your favorite celebrity 
or fictional character 
Wednesday-Pajama day 
Thursday-Dress like someone else at school  
Friday-Heart day  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    

Dressing like Sofie 

Sara as Ava, John 
as Sara—oh you 
didn’t wear that to 
school! 

McKayla 
as Julia 
always 
drawing 

Yea for pajama day! 
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Farm Raised & Locally Grown 
Here at Belle Meade we have a CSA program 
(community supported agriculture.) We grow 
vegetables and raise animals for meat and 
eggs. The vegetables, herbs, beef, pork, 
chickens, turkeys, and eggs are grown with-
out chemicals or hormones. We have three 
different kinds of farm shares: A three-season 
share, a meat share, and a summer share. For 
example, a January share included: spice 
sprouts (grown by our gardner), tomatoes, 
salsa (made and canned by Belle Meade Stu-
dents), dried chili peppers, eggs, pork chops 
and Belle Meade's very own seasoned ba-
con. Seasonally many more vegetables are 
grown, and in the winter months weather 
permitting, vegetables are grown in the hoop 
house. A few students are part of (Alyssa, 
Elliott, and teacher John). John, Alyssa and 
Elliott have an 'everything' CSA—which is 
both meat, eggs, veggies and herbs.  
 

-How do you organize the CSA? 
Wendy, our gardener, starts growing the 
seeds, and Mike oversees raising the animals, 
and students participate in caring for the 
plants and animals (pigs, chickens/layers, 
horses, turkeys). Wendy said: "I think the 
CSA gives you a little bit of everything the 
farm has to offer, that includes eggs and 
meat." “A lot of tender loving care goes into 
growing the vegetables and raising the ani-
mals. It is a joint effort,” said Anna. 

 

Belle Meade students begin and end their 
school day with chores, which include work 
in the garden. The students water plants, 
plant and harvest, weed, pick up leaves in the 
fall, and make sure the row cover is in place 
for plants in the cold weather.  
 

-What do you like about working on a farm? 
"It's good for us to learn to take care of our-
selves and produce food," said James, a jun-
ior. "We need to grow outside the box. I en-
joy doing the work." 
 

The school's director, Susan, was also inter-
viewed about the CSA: 
-What are your thoughts about CSA? 
"I am happy that people in the community get 
food from the farm. I appreciate Wendy, the 
gardener, putting the CSA into practice. 

McKaylah B., Julia, and Alyssa 

 
 

"Skitastrophe Extravaganza!"  
 
Leif: So, Jasper. Are you excited for 
your part in The Catastrophic 
Skitastrophe? 
Jasper: Yes, I would believe that I 
am particularly excited for this pro-
duction, as I have taken part in nu-
merous productions in other schools 
as well as the community theater. 
L: Tell me about your part in this performance. 
J: Well, these two parts have a correlation in that in one of my skits I am the 
aggravated customer, in the other skit I am the shop owner aggravating the 
customer. 
L: What skit are you most excited about? 
J:  To be frank it is hard to pick a single skit although I must say that I love 
the two Shop Skit as it really is incredibly fun to act in. 
L:  Understand that you are in the Cheese Shop sketch. Out of all the chees-
es you name, which are your favorites? 
J: In the many cheeses I name in my skit, what really grabs the attention 
from the cheeses is the method through which I remember them. For exam-
ple, when I say Stilton, it shows that there is "Still- A - Ton" of cheese to go. 
L: What skit that you are not in do you prefer? 
J: That is a hard question because I enjoy so many. But to pick a favorite.... I 
must say the "Chess Cheerleaders" are up there as it does what I think all 
skits should, bring total and utter chaos to an otherwise placid situation. 
L: Well thank you for your time, Mr. Gros, is there anything else you would 
like to say? 
J: I would say that so far, I am quite excited for the skits to come and if 
things continue in the manner that they are, it will be quite the enjoyable 
performance for both the audience and the actors. 
Leif & Jasper 
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