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The play- progress thus far 
At this point in the play, every-

thing is going great! We’re 

working on the design of the set 

by mapping it out scene-by-

scene.  We are scrounging 

around for torture devices, 

Gothic chandeliers, and old 

dusty books. We are also work-

ing on memorizing out lines and 

starting to block out scenes. 

David is working on songs with 

us, and Ana is starting to work 

on choreography. We're getting 

the costumes together. At this 

point, everyone is making pro-

gress and everything is working 

smoothly. We're going to work 

more and more on memoriza-

tion and start to go scene by 

scene. People are working on 

whatever they can, and we’re all 

confident in the play to work! 

Leif  

School | Farm | Day Camp | B & B 

S.T.E.A.M PROJECT  
This year, we are integrating a S.T.E.A.M (science, technol-

ogy, engineering, art/design, and math) component into our 

curriculum at Belle Meade School. Throughout each semester, 

the middle and high school students will be working on expe-

riential group projects that focus on hands-on, real-world 

situations and questions. For example, students are currently 

working on a "Kilby Run Stream Quality Assessment" project 

that spans across all subjects: science, math, humanities, lan-

guage arts, and art. They will be collecting and assessing data 

from Kilby Run stream (which passes by rt. 231 through Belle 

Meade Farm) and analyzing the impact that the farm has on 

stream quality. The data collection will include: invertebrate 

samples, water flow/velocity and volume, discharge, stream 

side vegetation, oxygen and pH content, clarity, and tempera-

ture to name a few. Aside from the typical data collection and 

analysis, the students will publish their results and present 

their findings publicly. This will include a formal scientific 

paper, regular press releases, and a group presentation which 

utilizes audio, visual, and tactile elements shown both locally 

and regionally). The primary objective of this project is for 

students to learn how to work together on a meaningful task 

that relates and contributes to their community as well as the 

world around them. This is one of our missions and part of 

our educational philosophy at Belle Meade School.  

Alexandra Campbell-Forte 
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Colleges 
 

Washington College, located on 

the Eastern Shore in Chester-

town, Maryland, has a great po-

litical science program and is 

dedicated to raising environ-

mental awareness, especially for 

the Chesapeake Bay. To my sur-

prise and delight, I received a 

letter of acceptance from them 

late last month. Hopefully, I 

shall be receiving most of my 

other college acceptance (or re-

jection!) letters over the coming 

two months.  
 

Indeed, much thought went into 

application process, and as a 

lover of options, I decided to 

tackle twelve colleges! While 

most people have a solid first 

choice, second choice, etc, the 

twelve schools I applied to are 

mostly equal in my mind. They 

are all small, liberal arts colleges 

and have some kind of political 

science or environmental studies 

program. My love for politics 

and my passion for Earth often 

fight for dominance, but because 

of the interdisciplinary nature of 

most of the enviro studies and 

pre-law programs, I can easily 

tie the two together. Plus, any of 

the colleges would be great prep 

for law school, which I aspire to 

attend one day.  

Ana 

 

Rafting Trip 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are currently planning a spring rafting trip for May 13th-

15th in West Virginia. We will drive down on the 13th and it 

will take about 4 hours. We are staying at Adventures on the 

Gorge in cabins and packing our own food and cooking over 

the campfire. Alex and I did a similar trip last year to the same 

resort and it was fantastic! It was so much fun to go rafting; it 

was always different you never knew what to expect next. The 

resort has many other activities like zip lining, high ropes 

course, and caving. We are going to go rafting for a half a day 

and then hiking. We are all looking forward to the trip and 

can’t wait until May!   

McKayla 

 

 

Bullying 
 

All it takes is one spark to start a wildfire. One comment, one 

rude act can turn into a giant out of control snowball that only 

goes downhill. Some people’s opinion on bullying is that it is 

just a stage in life, and it will pass. I think that is totally inaccu-

rate. I believe that bullying can happen at any point in time. I 

don’t believe bullying is a normal stage of the human life. I 

don’t believe that it should be accepted as a natural behavior, 

the effects are way too devastating. There is really no easy or 

quick fix to bullying. It will take time, obviously bullying has 

gone on for a long time, and it’s still going on. But the more 

people who know and care about ending it the faster it could 

maybe end. A quote that I really like is “Respect people’s feel-

ings. Even if it doesn’t mean anything to you it could mean 

everything to them.” –Unknown. 

McKayla 
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Skiing 2015 
 

Every year Belle Meade goes to 

Massanutten ski resort and skis 

on Thursdays for a month and a 

half. We just finished, but it was 

a lovely change of schedule. We 

all loved it. On our trips up the 

mountain we've gotten to experi-

ence amazing instructors 

"exhilarating" (terrifying) trail 

rides, and cold cold weather. 

(Thank goodness for crummy 

lodge hot chocolate and fries.) 

We've all enjoyed it, and we've 

all either learned something new, 

whether it is how to ski (with 

many bumps on the way), or 

how much you need exactly to 

buy a large mountain dew and 

bowl of chili. We’re definitely 

all sad its ended, but it’s an ex-

perience that will stay with us 

forever! 

 

Ava 
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Lasse In Chicago 
 

On January 30th and 31st I went to Chicago to do some sightseeing. 

Chicago is a very interesting, cold and windy city. While I was 

walking from Starbucks Wi-Fi to Starbucks Wi-Fi, sending pictures 

to friends and family trying to 

make them jealous, I saw many of 

Chicago’s beautiful sights like the 

Bean, Millennium Park, Navy 

Pier, the AMC Theater and the 

Chicago Board of Trade (a loca-

tion from “Batman: The Dark 

Knight”). I also saw and heard 

that jazz is still very present in Chicago which gives the city a nice 

vibe and a very relaxed feeling. 
 

I was really surprised by the fact that all stores closed at 8pm which 

was a problem when I was hungry later that day. On my second day 

in Chicago it started to snow, and I realized that people in Illinois 

are more used to snow than people from Virginia, which means no 

one freaks out immediately. It was great to see the city in snowy 

weather because cars aren’t that loud when they’re driving on snow 

which is amazing. I got to see the entire city without noisy cars, 

busses and trains. In my opinion Chicago is an amazing city, and 

my visit was a lot of fun. 

Lasse 
 

Life of an Abroad Exchange Student 
For the past six months I have been living in Lower Saxony, Ger-

many. I am living in a small town an hour north of Hamburg called 

Stade. The town is beautiful and is set right on the edge of the Elbe 

(a large river running from Black Sea to Hamburg and a bit farther 

inland). Lower Saxony is well known for their apple orchards. As 

you drive through many of the small towns, all you see in front and 

behind you are apples.  

 

 I am attending what is called a gymnasium school. Gymnasium 

schools are a higher form of education in Germany. The kids at my 

school are awesome, they are super helpful and are just great peo-

ple. I have learned a lot of German just by being around them, and 

it is helpful for my studies. 

 The food there is also wonderful; a lot of the food they buy is 

fresh. which is why a lot of the refrigerators here are small. They 

usually buy and eat fresh the same day. In the first two or so 

months I lost eight pounds because I was eating more fresh foods 

with little to no fast food. My host family is amazing, and I am so 

lucky to have them. They are very nice and let me go out with 

friends and even go to Hamburg, and I couldn’t be more lucky. A 

lot of my host siblings are in some form of law of work, so it keeps 

me on a straight path which is good. 

Elliott 
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 Community Supported Agricul-

ture (CSA) -  

Summer signup form now avail-

able! 
 

This summer we will be offering 

three options for our CSA program 

members. The options are a vegeta-

ble, meat and egg share, the new 

vegetarian vegetable, culinary herb 

and egg share, or the new meat 

share. Both of the summer CSA 

programs, vegetable, meat and egg 

share and the new vegetarian vege-

table, culinary herb and egg share 

will run weekly for eighteen weeks 

beginning May 29th and ending Sep-

tember 25th. The new meat share 

will run bi-weekly for eighteen 

weeks beginning May 29th and end-

ing September 25th.  
 

Our vegetables are grown using sus-

tainable organic gardening prac-

tices. The vegetable selection may 

include a variety of the following: 

kale, collard greens, a selection of 

colorful lettuces, spinach, snap 

peas, sorrel, carrots, beets, radishes, 

leeks, beans, scallions, squash, okra, 

peppers, tomatoes, cucumbers, corn, 

eggplant, potatoes, garlic, cabbage 

and broccoli. Culinary herbs may 

include colorful basils, chives, 

thyme, anise hyssop, mint, lemon 

balm, sage, rosemary, lavender and 

fennel. 

For more information please visit 

our webpage, http://

www.bellemeadeschool.org/

community-farm-share-csa. 

 Horses 

We are all trying to get Amethyst and Cherokee back in 

shape. Lauren is working to get Dakota over big jumps. He 

has been doing well so far. Alex has also been jumping Ko-

diak who is our new horse. Ava has been riding Aisling and 

learning how to jump on her. She is becoming a very good 

jumper. McKayla was working with Aisling and Dakota and 

jumping as well. Odie and I are working with Omni, Chero-

kee, and Amethyst doing basic technique drills and starting 

to jump. The Belle Meade equestrian club is going to host a 

spring trail ride on April 12, 2015. Everyone is invited to 

come and ride or help. 
 

Sofie 

 

HabitRPG 
HabitRPG is a school activity that treats your life as the 

game. There are chores, tasks, habits, and activities that 

need to be completed in order to get awards and prizes. Not 

everything is about finishing chores and getting gold and 

pets, though, the world of HabitRPG gets put in danger a lot 

of times from a beast that gives you stress from a snake-like 

monster made out of trash and leftover 

food. Fortunately, the only way to de-

feat bosses is to do your tasks. If you 

do your tasks, the boss’s health will 

go down; if you don’t, then the boss 

will claim a NPC (non-player charac-

ter) and you will lose your health! If 

you lose all your health, then you have 

to restart. (Don’t worry; you will still 

have your character.) It’s really fun!  
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Jeanne Hoffman Smith, Marion Briscoe DeVore 
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