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The New Year at Belle Meade is full of promise;
students and staff renew their commitment to acazem
and community. Belle Meade classrooms buzz with
talk of independent reading, Chinese culture - @sfig
tea and food! - and personality types. Chore

time becomes more challenging and more fun with a
crust of snow, and the iced-over pond becomes an op
air room perfect for a Spanish lesson and ciroheti

As members of the Belle Meade community, we feel
fortunate to work and learn in an environment that
fosters good health, personal responsibility, and
integrity. In our society of readily available thanuch
of it without much nutritional value, it is a cherfige to
help young students appreciate the food that weemak
and grow. The pull of Oreos and Twizzlers wasrgjro
over the holiday, but Belle Meade students also
consumed ham they had helped grow themselves,
home-grown potatoes, and homemade cookies and
bread. For the next overnight, students are degjgand
planning a Chinese buffet, combining a study ofurel
with practice making food choices.

Personal responsibility and integrity are the wdddsan
uses when describing the goals for our schoolagehr
progresses. Every morning, students and staff turn
inward during circle, seeking groundedness andisgnd
forth goodness. Then, they turn outward, greetgch
member of the community and sometimes making
observations.

On the first school day of the New Year, Susan dshe
students and staff to share their gift to the comitgu
during circle. Some of the gifts were as followsigs,
listening, responsibility, friendship to adindthe
willingness to help whenever need&tlith these gifts
and more, we begin the New Year with everything we
need to strengthen our school and community.

-Kristin Hauger

Questions? Contact us at 540-987-8970 or e-maill
school@bellemeadeschoolorg.

During the most recent nutrition class, the stuslefBelle
Meade School were deep in discussion of their medl. There
were students scribbling furiously, and others wiblses pressed
to their computer screens in search of the perémipe. The
subject of all this deep concentration was Chitiesd, to be
made by our own students. Our teacher, TeresadBaee, was
busily typing the menu for the meal as Natalie, N@ad | were
looking for recipes for our favorite Chinese foods.

The idea is to bring the interests of the studemtsour classes,
hoping that the information will be retained witlora ease. Plus,
it's fun, and as we are studying Ancient Chinaigtdny class,
what better way to study such an amazing cultuaa tb throw
ourselves in the middle of it? Every dish hassadny - kind of
like the fact that the fortune cookie originatedhimerica, not
China.

This is one of the many examples | could give yothow the
teachers here make the classes fun, creative parigef most part,
interesting, even if we have to get our hands diirtyre process.

-Naomi Weingarten

It's the time of year everyone has been waiting for
CHRISTMAS! Belle Meade School goes all out. Thedents
and teachers went to a Christmas tree farm ownexhbyof
Susan and Mike's friends. Everyone had a blakingout the
perfect holiday tree. Tea and popcorn were haodétb
everyone. A dinner was made for us when we return@immy,
rich food was laid on our plates in front of us,dedy Kristin
and Teresa, with the help of a few of the students.

The next week, there was a Christmas party with tdrcookies,
chips, eggnog, and a bunch of other delicious fodeigeryone
brought a small gift to put under the tree, andVeged Yankee
Swap. Many cool gifts were exchanged. A ping-pong
tournament took place between Alex and Thomas.

The next day we had another small party, and aaaknt
show. Greg, Teresa, Kristin, and Kyle were theygs] and
Dontez was the conductor. Great music filled Bblkade;
everyone had a different song to sing or play. rfguee went
home in the holiday spirit, ready to start Christrbaeak.

-Lily Endre




My subject is the star and heartbeat of Belle Meatt® not
the cows - our own little Sophie. Only 10 weekd, she has
already mastered paying attention a lot better thany of
us. She also has great input into the commur8tye has
increased morale, and there is always an auravefdoound
her. She's quiet during class, takes great natesis fluent
in Spanish and Latin. She is Karin Sophia, théeBdleade

Baby.
-Jordan Logan

The fire is bright (is bright) as a light
and Earth it is (it is) a friend to all.

Air can move with lots of ease
and water is a beauty seen

But spirit is as strong as alll
it combines everyone

(it combines everyone).
We are all one of these elements,
It's a part of us, we can't deny tha

Those elements rule the world!
Those elements rule the world!

-Naomi Weingarten

snow falls

over and over again

and

sometimes it doesn't end

then -

snow falls

slow and fast
at times -

| just wish it would
stop

but it just keeps
on

SO -

it can be cold
and

then there's always

the end.
-Hayley Owens

Remember the wild

horses,

their hooves like
thunder,

their cries of
freedom rang out.
The wind

rushes through
their manes
whipping their
tails behind them.
No other living
creature can

be as free as

a galloping horse.
Stronger at heart
than any other,
their spirits soar.

Remember the wild

horse.
-Lily Endre

el hjelo
tiddley-pom
hace frio
tiddley-pom
mi amigos
tiddley-pom
el ritmo
tiddley-pom
en la cuerda
tiddley-pom
el Griffin-o
tiddley-pom
falls down-o
tiddley-pom

-Philip Nelson

The smell was organic and fresh

The sunlight was beaming at us

With a little chill in it

The ice was slippery, cold, and hard
With it, a little clarity.

| heard Belle Meade students laughing
| saw them doing activities

| heard ice skates skid across the pond.

-Luke Sanchez
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