


Table of Contents

Mission and Objectives 3
Daily Schedule and School Calendar 4
Course Descriptions 5
Computers and Other Electronics 8
Grading Criteria and Student Evaluations 9
List of Supplies 11
Field Trips and Overnights 12
Student Commitment 13
Parental Participation 14
Student Lunches 15
Attendance and Snow Days 16
Coming and Going 16
Application and Enrollment Process 16
Staff Biographies 17
School Board 18

Belle Meade School is a 501(c)(3) organization.



Mission

The mission of Belle Meade School is to providedstus with an academic learning
environment that is holistic in its methods and@dei of lifelong learning and sustainable
living for them, their parents and the community.

The school provides an excellent academic proghamintegrates sustainable living,
growing food, caring for one another, and workiogteate harmony and balance with the
land. The school is a place where young peopleldewIf worth and learn empowerment
through challenging intellectual and physical atg and where their work is valued and
respected.

Objectives

Provide excellent academic education for gr&dfgsough high school.

Guide the students in a supportive, nurturingrenment.

Integrate academic excellence and sustainatofe i

Offer mentoring and shared responsibility byledand students working together.
Foster development of self worth through sudaéssperiences in the natural world.
Offer individualized learning to allow studemtstake charge of their own education.
Provide an inclusive, supportive community.

Provide diverse situations for students to bgldtionships with each other and adults.
Promote cross-cultural experiences.

Create an economically viable merger of faroh school.

Prepare the students for success in life.
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Time Category M T W TH F
8:15-9:00 Chores Chores Chores Chores Chores Chores
9:00-9:15 Circle Circle Circle Circle Circle Circle
9:15-10:10 Class Math, Latl_n and G_rammar, Science, L|_terature, Math, Engll_sh, Social Science, Literature, Math

Social Studies Spanish Studies
10:10-11:05 Class Math, Lati_n and G_rammar, Science, Li_terature, Math, Engli_sh, Social Science, Literature,

Social Studies Spanish Studies .

Integrated Curriculum
Math, Latin and G Sci Li Math, English, Social | Sci Li Workshop

11:05-12:00 Class ath, atl_n and Grammar, cience, |_terature, ath, Eng ish, Social cience, |_terature,

Social Studies Spanish Studies Spanish
12:00-12:45 Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch
12:45-1:45 Class Rotation ertlnSg Workshop, Music, Art, Drama Writing Workshop, Sci- Music, Art, Drama

cience ence

. . Physical Education or . . . Physical Education or .
1:45-2:45 Class Horseback Riding Physical Education Music, Art, Drama Horseback Riding Music, Art, Drama
2:45-3:15 Chores Chores Chores Chores Chores Chores
3:15-3:30 Circle Circle Circle Circle Circle Circle

Fall Trimester Sept. 1 — Nov. 20 Spring Trimester Mar. 1 — May 28
Fall Canoe Trip Oct. 9,10 & 11 Spring Break Apr.2-9
Trimester Dinner Nov. 19 Spring Trip May 4, 5,6, &7
Parent conferences Nov. 20, 23 & 24 Parent Conferences May 21, 24 & 25
Thanksgiving Break Nov. 25, 26 & 27 Trimester Dinner May 27

Final Day of School May 28

Winter Trimester
Winter Holiday

First Day of School '09
Trimester Dinner
Parent Conferences

Nov. 23 — Feb. 26

Dec.21-Jan. 1
Jan. 4

Feb. 25

Feb. 26, Mar. 1 & 2
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Course Descriptions

Middle School Math

This course builds upon the Math 6 course and gesvihe student with additional
instruction and additional tools for solving prablke helping the student progress as a
producer of mathematical solutions. In additioptoblem solving this course reviews and
enhances the student’s understanding of basic matieal concepts. This class looks
further into the order of operations, decimals, rtiedric system, basic geometry, data
analysis, factors, proportions, ratio, integersl algebraic equations.

Algebra |

This course focuses on problem solving using attstnrathematical concepts and more
sophisticated mathematical tools such as functswolsjng equations using one or more
variables, simultaneous equations, polynomialdpfawy, and quadratic equations.

Geometry

This course is designed to introduce studentsdatidy of geometric shapes and their
relationships to other geometric shapes. Using@udery model students explore the
process of deduction and proof of claims aboutetetionships of perpendicular and

parallel lines, congruent triangles, similar polggpand the relationships of circles, arcs, and
angles. This course also introduces coordinatenggy and an understanding of the areas
and volumes of multiple geometric shapes.

Algebra ll

This course focuses on continuing the problem eglt#echniques developed in Algebra |
and adding more sophisticated mathematical to@lsuamg more abstract mathematical
concepts. This course includes review of Algebraricepts such as functions, solving
equations using one or more variables, simultanequations, polynomials, factoring, and
guadratic equations and adds trigonometric funstiaentities and equations as well as
statistics and matrices.

Earth Science and Natural Communities

This course uses problem solving to introduce stist® the scientific method and to assist
their growth in an understanding of the naturecisce. This course includes hands-on
experiments and explorations to discover the phaysinod biological properties of earth
systems, atmospheric systems, and natural syst€hreugh explorations of the natural
areas around the school—the ponds, pastures, gafdeests and sky—we will come to
understand natural communities and to see humagbes integral and indispensable
participants. Activities include field trips, sot#ic experiments and ecosystem studies.

Biology
This course uses problem-solving techniques tooegpiving systems. This course includes
a variety of hands-on experiments and challengetests to explore basic life-processes,



cellular organization, mechanisms of inheritanbe,dynamic relationship between
organisms, and the change in organisms through thsestudents explore these concepts
they will be challenged to grow in their understagdof the scientific method and they will
develop a greater sense of belonging to the contgnafilife.

Chemistry

This course uses problem solving to introduce stigd® the interaction between matter and
energy. This course includes many hands-on exgetsrand investigations involving
laboratory equipment, basic elements, compoundkraxtures. In this class students
explore chemical reactions, writing chemical foragjlanalyzing chemical equations, the
gas laws, phase changes, and types of matterndibee of this course requires significant
understanding of basic mathematics principles agooa understanding of the scientific
method.

Physical Science

This class uses problem solving to engage studetie exploration and observation of
Newton’s laws, electricity, the electromagneticpam, sound waves, and Einstein’s
revolutionary ideas. This class challenges stiedengrasp the scientific method, apply
mathematical concepts to the real world, and reizeghe relationship that all physical
entities share. Through this class, students aith @ better understanding of the world and
how they function within the physical realm.

English

Middle school English classes strengthen studezasling ability and comprehension,
composition skills, English usage, memory, critigatl analytical thinking, and cultural
awareness. As they study literature, studentsfadlhs on understanding and analyzing
short prose passages and poetry using guided disousnd writing. Students will also
complete independent reading of lengthier work# lotassic and contemporary. Writing
instruction emphasizes student achievement in,styfgnization, thinking, and usage
through frequent informal and formal exercisesraftang sentences, paragraphs, essays,
articles, letters, stories, and poems. Studeritsavise certain written assignments to
further develop these skills. English grammar asaige are taught as tools for clear
communication of meaning, both spoken and written.

As students advance, they will read more challengassages, poems, and lengthier works.
Literature instruction will continue to developclastudent's ability to comprehend, recall,
analyze, and enjoy prose, drama, and poetry. Cesiooassignments become more formal
as students advance, requiring increasingly welktbgped thinking, knowledge, organiza-
tion, style, and usage. Students will often comnepestten reflections on assignments,
discussions, and topics of interest. Improvemegbntent, style, and correct usage will be
emphasized through required revision of certaig{tarm writing projects. Grammar
instruction will focus on learning to identify ardrrect errors in English usage.



Latin |

This class emphasizes the study of Latin as a abfatwocabulary and grammar skills
building in English, Spanish, and other languageiss. Study of Latin also provides a
scaffold for further study of history, culture, soce, and literature. Students will learn to
analyze the structure of words and sentences gsattempt to translate and analyze
meaning; from the first lesson, students will expl®oman culture and classical
mythology while learning to read Latin.

Spanish Introduction and Spanish |

Introduction to Spanish focuses on teaching com¥ensal Spanish and includes grammatr,
vocabulary and written Spanish. This class als@duces the student to Spanish and
Latin-American culture. In Spanish | students begidevelop communicative competence
in speaking, writing, comprehending and readingn&beand expand their understanding of
the culture of Spanish speaking countries. Ounrgaal in the is to provide @ntextfor
everything we study. We give attention to gramarad vocabulary in a context of real-life
situations, Latino cultures, and the languagewah@e. The idea is to acquire a feel for the
language, an appreciation of its beauty, and aegegf comfort and confidence in speaking
it. Along the way, we learn a lot about the Ernglsnguage as well as Spanish.

World Geography

World Geography class teaches students how to aps,rglobes, atlases, satellite images,
photographs, graphs, and other geographic toatutty and understand the world’s
populations, national identities and geographidremvnents. Students will look to history
for understanding of how geological factors aff@egtlizations and cultures and economic,
political, and social development. By the end &f thass students will be able to identify all
the continents, oceans, many islands and natiodsyraderstand that the world’s population
is a single community divided by geographic locatio

World History

The World History Part 1l course is the second yaa survey of world history. Students
will engage in a study of the political, culturagcial, and economic conditions from 1500 to
modern times. Students will engage in study andlyaiseof important world events such as
the Reformation, the Age of Discovery, the IndadtRevolution, World War |, World War

II, the Cold War, and the independence movementiseo20th century. We will study the
impact of these events on global trade, sciendéjgsp economics and religion around the
world.

Art

Using traditional techniques and emerging technieldhis class emphasizes exploration,
analysis, and investigation of the creative procé&sidents develop technical skills that
empower them to communicate ideas visually, dewedpan understanding of and
appreciation for the visual arts. Students expl@mous two-dimensional and three-
dimensional art media, using different expressive t@chnical approaches. Students study
the factors that distinguish artistic styles arat tarify the role of art in culture.



Instrumental Music
The instrumental music program emphasizes basiaalskills for band and orchestra.
Students study the elements of music, how to creatéhow to enjoy music.

Physical Education

The physical education curriculum includes spauntshsas softball and flag football, which
are played during the physical education classodeds well as hiking, swimming,

canoeing, and skiing, which are done as group gsitirBtudents can choose to participate in
horseback-riding lessons during the physical educatass period.

Farm Chores

Our daily chores sustain our farm, our school amdcommunity. We all take part in this
work twice a day: in the morning immediately uponval at school and again in the
afternoon just before our closing circle time. Gahé&rm chores, gardening, keeping our
building clean, kitchen duty, and harvesting frdma farm and garden are among the
activities at these times. In the process of dtigwork, we learn about the needs of
animals, about health and nutrition, how to cardrees and vegetable plants, how to
maintain a household, and many other skills thatwllerely on throughout our lives
whatever our living situation. Students should cqrepared to work outside every day in
all weather conditions. A hat, good work gloves &pndts are essential items that are kept at
school.

Computers and Other Electronics

Students are encouraged to bring their own laptogpeiters to school for use in class under
teacher supervision. There are also school comptdestudent academic use. Computers
on school grounds, whether owned by Belle Mead®&dar by students, are not for
personal use. The school has limited Internetiseand personal use of the service is not
permitted.

IPods, MP3 players, IPhones, and other portableanunternet or gaming devices are not
permitted at Belle Meade School. Devices founschbol will be held by a teacher until the
end of the school day at which time they must keriehome.



Grading Criteria and Student Evaluations

Standards of Learning

Teachers review the Virginia state standards ahlag (SOL) for each subject matter while
developing the curriculum. We use previously reéeaSOL tests to make sure our students
are adequately prepared for the next grade le&Wd.are not limited to Virginia standards of
learning which set the minimum requirements forhesubject by grade.

Original Work
References are to be given for all research. gdigmments must be each student’s original
work. All sources must be synthesized, summarareglioted (no “cut and paste!”).

Portfolios

Each student keeps a portfolio of work to chronkggeor her progress. The portfolio of the
student’s work will be displayed at the end-of-tester dinner. The students are assessed by
their performance and production. Parents wileree a written descriptive assessment at
the end of the year. The students also assesséhees at the end of each trimester.

Parent/Teacher Conferences

Conferences are held at the end of each trimeSachers review the student’s progress
with the student and discuss the progress, potamtéhdeficits for each subject matter.
Then the teacher and student will meet with themigt Parents book appointments for one
half hour per student.

Dates for conferences during the 2009-2010 schea gire:
November 20, 23, 24

Feb. 26 & Mar. 1 & 2

May 21, 24 & 25

Self Evaluations

Each student evaluates himself or herself for satiect (see student evaluation form on the
next page). The faculty then sits with the studertiscuss the evaluation. This system
encourages the students to take responsibilityhigir learning and behavior.

The evaluation form also identifies the traits aéaponsible student. The faculty expects
the best academic performance, behavior, progresslall development from each student.
Each student will work to embody these traits avalieate himself or herself accordingly.



Student Evaluation Form

Name: Date:

Traits of a responsible student

Instructions: Please circle Yes, Sometimes or N@&zh trait below.

| complete all assignments Y S N[ |complete work in a timely mannely S N
| dedicate myselftothetask Y S N | | planand manage mytimewell Y S N
| challenge myself to achieve Y S N[ | care for materials and equipmenty S N
| work independently Y S N| | participate in community projectsY S N
| work well with others Y S N| Ilistenwell Y S N
| produce neat, attractive workl S N | 1 joinin class discussions Y S N

Evaluation by Subject

Instructions: On a separate piece of paper, wngenames of all of your classes. For each
class, write what you are doing well avitht you need to improve.

Classes:

Social Studies
Math

English
Science A
Science B
Latin

Spanish

Art

Music
Nutrition

Farm Chores
Physical Education

10



List of Supplies

Students should be prepared for class with cestgaplies. Other supplies should be
provided by each student to share with the group.

Individual Supplies:

Lunch in reusable containers (ready tow#hout use of
kitchen)

Refillable water bottle with name on it

Three ring binder

Pocket folders with brads for three-hole paper

To Keep at School:
Air mattress
Rubber Boots

Notebook paper :—:lggnogr Zﬁgfs
E?:;é'rs Sunscreen
Drawing pencil with soft lead -I?g\tlcgg sul
Sketch pad (between 8.5 x 11 and 6 x 9 inches) Hat/cap
Pens _ Raincoat
Colored pencils Warm layers
Color markers Work gloves
Plastic watercolor tray with lid Warm gloves
Grid paper notebook for math Softball glove
Sharpie

Scissors

Glue Stick

Thumb drive (USB portable storage device, 1 GB mum)

Plastic pencil box

Library card

Supplies for Communal Use:

Markers To Bring for Overnights:
Box of pencils Sleeping bag

Box of pens Pillow

Box of tissues Tolletries

Roll of paper towels Change of clothes
Elmer’s glue Day hike backpack

Poster Board (5 pieces)
Printer paper

11



Field Trips

Belle Meade School's educational field trips andexiential learning activities are a
required and important part of the curriculum. Wéve easy access to Washington, DC and
Shenandoah National Park, among other sites. $6the trips planned for the school year
include a trip to the public library, a tour of tBgrd Visitor Center in Shenandoah National
Park, an overnight canoe trip, skiing in the winteking Old Rag Mountain, going to the
Maryland Renaissance Festival and visiting thedtasthore. Parents will be notified of

the details of each field trip in advance and d¢ervaitings will require a fee.

We will be hiking Old Rag Mountain our first weeksthool. Students will be expected to
wear appropriate clothing including hiking shoedoots and to bring two large water
bottles, bagged lunch, and an appropriate backieatlican be worn on both shoulders.

Students will learn basic canoe skills as partwfmhysical education curriculum. There
will be an overnight canoe trip in the fall whetadents will learn primitive camping skills.
They will need camping gear and “dry-bags” for b, hats and sunscreen as well as
personal items. Details and packing lists willpgpevided before the trip. This fun-filled
canoe trip is an integral part of the communityiding process and educational curriculum.

Like canoeing, weekly skiing is an important pdrbar physical education curriculum.
Students will be going skiing at Massanutten Slisdeevery Thursday afternoon from mid
January through the end of February. There iseatiome fee that includes six ski-lift passes,
ski rental equipment, four ski lessons and trartgpion. Skiing gives the students an
opportunity to reconnect with nature while enjoythg winter slopes.

Overnights

We will have overnights on selected Thursdays thhowt the school year. Overnight stays
at school engage students on a more informal Evelcreate a greater sense of community.
Overnights include lessons in astronomy, physicelnee, natural communities and more.
Thus overnights are an essential part of our autrmo.  Students need to bring an air
mattress or some other sleeping pad, a sleepingogagnas, toothbrushes, and other
essentials. Please, no gum, MP3 players or amy agéms not appropriate for regular
school activities.

12



Student Commitment

l, eptatee responsibility of being
part of the Belle Meade School Community. | homyself by assuming the responsibility
for my own learning, by coming to class prepargdg¢dntributing to class discussions, and
by challenging myself to go beyond the minimum iezgments of the assignment. This
responsibility includes willing participation inrfa chores, community service and
extracurricular activities.

| recognize the needs of others and treat therwéyel wish to be treated. As a responsible
member of this community | work well with othersgroups, sports and community service.

| contribute to the school community by offering skills and talents. | see where | can
participate in the growth and development of otnost as a community and to the academic
programs at Belle Meade School.

| have a positive, optimistic attitude toward schasademic work and community service.
When | have a difference of opinion, | will honbetperson with whom | disagree and ask
to discuss this matter with him or her and a sttdeteacher mediator if desired.

| attend school each day. | arrive on time. | amqtual to my classes and commitments.

| appreciate my own worth. | am honest and livehvinttegrity.

Signature

Date

13



Parental Participation

Parents are a vital part of our school. They agsisommunity workdays, transportation of
students, school beautification and extracurricatdivities. The community workdays are
on Thursdays (our extended day) and occasionat@&atst Parents garden, gather wood,
tend bees, cook and do other activities. We eragmuparents to share their skills and
talents.

Parental support for the individual student is @LicEach student needs to come well rested
with completed homework, appropriate clothing, altigy lunch, and a reusable water bottle
daily. Having a healthy breakfast and lunch eahid important to maintain energy levels
and to stay focused throughout the day. Pleasadaéhe student with a nutritious lunch
with protein and fruits or vegetables each day.

Teachers are available to speak with parents bgiappent. Parents can reach our teachers
by e-mail or telephone. Parent/Teacher Confereaescheduled at the end of each
trimester to discuss the student’s progress. Paaga encouraged to use this time to discuss
any concerns with the teachers.

Parents are invited to share in the successesbftamester at our potluck end-of-trimester
dinner and performance. These evenings are sa@twdubddvance and can be found on the
school calendar. You will be reminded of the dateur seasonal school newsletter. End-
of-trimester dinners are an excellent opporturotyfamilies to come together and support
Belle Meade students.

Purchasing food regularly from the farm is an intpot part of parental support of the

school. Buying, preparing, and serving food thatgtudents have helped to raise is a strong
validation of their efforts. Encouraging extendanhily, friends, neighbors, business
associates, and the community to purchase foodases the farm’s support of the school.
Tuition, donations, and purchasing food are vibadtir school

Regular e-mails keep families informed about whatvailable. To make an order please
call 540-987-8970 or 540-987-9748 or e-mail tanya@meadeschool.org. Orders can
either be picked up at the farm, at central picksppts in Amissville and Fairfax, or sent
home with students. If you would like an ordertdsyme with a student, please make
arrangements to pay in advance. You can find nmdoemation about us, including a list of
meat prices, at www.bellemeade.net.
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Kitchen Use and Lunches

Kitchen

Belle Meade School has a commercial kitchen forroamity use and special events. The
kitchen is often used for school functions. THeigerator is used to store fresh garden
harvest. Student use of the kitchen is only dunutgition class or under teacher
supervision.

Lunch Time
Students will bring a self-contained lunch incluglioe packs or a Thermos as necessary.
Lunches will be stored in students’ locker.
Students will bring a non-glass refillable watettlgowith their name on it.
Students will eat in the lunchroom or outdoors.
No food is allowed upstairs.
Students will not be upstairs during lunch.
Laptops will not be used during lunch.
Students will clean up the lunch tables after gaaind pick up all trash.

Please provide the student with a refillable watgtle and a nutritious lunch with protein
and fruits or vegetables each day. It is importhat students have a healthy breakfast and
lunch in order to maintain energy levels and ty daused throughout the day. Lunches
can be eaten at tables in the tile room or outsideur picnic tables, weather permitting.

Below are some suggestions to help choose a hdatthbij.

Healthy

Not Healthy

Water & 100 % fruit juice

Soda & high fructose
corn syrup-containing beverages

Whole grain bread White bread
Homemade Processed
Whole fruit Fruit roll ups

Fresh vegetables Potato chips
Honey Refined sugar
Natural dark chocolate Hostess cupcakes
Banana Energy bar/ granola
Real cheese Kraft singles
Sliced turkey breast Spam
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Attendance and Snow Days

Attendance

The school day is 8:15 to 3:30 Monday, Tuesday, Méeday and Friday and 8:15 to 5:30
on Thursdays. Arriving at the school by 8:10 gitles student time to store belongings and
get dressed for chores by 8:15. Please call theat@t (540) 987-8970 between 8:00 and
8:30 a.m. if your student will be absent. Pleaseedule doctor and dentist appointments
outside school hours whenever possible. Let usviaizead of time when an appointment
must be made during school hours.

Snow Days

Teachers and directors will make a decision on cmadlitions and let families know by
phone tree when school is cancelled for snow or ice

Coming and Going

Students walk down the driveway and around thensatlebehind the schoolhouse to enter
the building at the tile-floor room. Belonging®atored in lockers. Here students change
into boots for chores and into indoor shoes fosslaThe hillsides at the front and back of
the building erode when used as shortcuts.

Application and Enrollment Process

Please call Belle Meade School at (540) 987-89 & mail school@bellemeadeschool.org
for an application form. The completed form sholddsent with a check made out to Belle
Meade School for $50.

Annual tuition is $11,000. Financial aid is avhlea Rappahannock National Bank offers
reduced interest loans to parents of Belle Meadidestts. Other expenses include books and
field trips.

Some transportation to and from school is avail&dnlen additional fee.
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Staff Biographies

Executive Directors

Susan Hoffman, A.B. Smith College, Ed. M. Harvdtd, D. Johns Hopkins University, has
more than four decades experience as an educatiasstoom teacher, and a mathematics
resource teacher. She participates in Belle Meatie® as the administrator, as a teacher,
as a mentor and by going on field trips

Michael J. Biniek, B.S. in biology, George Masoniémsity, has both a theoretical and a
practical interest in farming. He studies and pcast ecological growing of food and animal
husbandry. He created a heating system for theoffabase and the farmhouse using locally
available wood. Mike is involved with the studeassa teacher, as a mentor, and through
going on trips with the school.

Lead Teacher

Greg Garrison has a B.S. from Arizona State Unityxgra Masters in Education, a Masters

in Counseling and a Ph.D. in Philosophical Ethitis. dissertation is a deep-ecology defense
of the environment against human abuse of our w@itdg was Assistant Professor of
Religion and Philosophy at Berry College in Romep(gia, an Instructor of Ethics at both
Georgetown College and Lord Fairfax Community GueleGT Science teacher at Marshall
Middle School, Marshall, Virginia, and Lead Resé&afeacher at Mountain Vista

Governor’s School before coming to Belle Meade.g3need overseas when he studied at
Oxford University and brings a varied backgrouneéxperience to the Lead Teacher
position at Belle Meade School.

Staff Teachers

Teresa Boardwine was called to teach at the agexoBhe has a Bachelor’'s Degree in
Home Economics and Science and many post-gradoate m education. The most fun she
ever had was teaching in Germany for seven yearspe was a great place to take field
trips so Teresa took her class to Paris every yeamn fashion shows and dinners, and
sponsored the student union. She taught earthcgciarMunich and was the eighth grade
class sponsor. Her years in between have been tgashing the medicinal use of herbs and
she is a registered herbalist with the Americarbdkst Guild. She has always been a
teacher and is so pleased that she is back in engititiool combining both her love for the
students and the holistic approach to life thaluithes being close to the Earth, nature and
our food source.

Tanya Amrhein Paull has a B.S. in biology from \fiig Tech and a M.S. in biology from
George Mason University. Tanya has taught a vaaésubjects to students of all ages in
formal and informal settings. She has taught claas&eorge Mason University; as the
naturalist at Bull Run Mountains Conservancy; andesidents and staff as a Fairfax County
employee. She brings her wide range of teachingréxpce to Belle Meade School's
science, Spanish and art classes as well as selaek-riding program. Tanya is also
managing the school's vegetable garden and id-aestribed “garden-aholic.”
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Kristin Hauger has been an English and drama teadistudents from pre-school to college
for over a decade. Her passion for teaching steons her passion for students and
literature—both of which reflect a fascination wghople and how they live, interact,
communicate, and grow. She is a life-long perfarmigh a knack for putting on shows,
bringing people together to discover and share thtEnts for writing, design, acting, music,
production, and directing. Every summer, Krisgads a drama camp in which children of
all ages produce and perform a complete Shakespkarén one week. Recent productions
includeMacbeth A Midsummer Night's DreanThe TempesandA Winter's Tale

Kristin’s Norwegian heritage lends a bi-culturakgpective to her teaching and gives her a
strong appreciation for the values of Belle Meaded®|, where students wear rubber boots
and spend a good deal of time being active outdoors

Dontez Harris is a musician and a master teacheehds taught music in public and private
school in Washington, DC and Rappahannock for BdsyeHe has an uncanny ability to
relate to a wide range of students, stimulate thérest, and get them to perform well. He
teaches music with gusto and joy. He receiveddnsdl education at Howard University
and University of District of Columbia. He performith several groups in a variety of
styles: jazz, bluegrass, world beat, gospel, reggassical.

Iris Flores is a native of San Miguel, El Salvadsine moved to the US 14 years ago. She
and her husband, who is also from El Salvador, llanee children.

School Board

Ralph Bates

Ralph Bates became a board member in May. He iandlife, Gwen, recently moved to
Rappahannock and now live in Huntly. They fellame with the area during weekend

visits with friends over the last 12 years. Neguriatirement, they built a modular, Energy
Star-rated home on 5.5 acres. They are helpinig B&dade School develop a business
plan, which will assist us as we seek grants anddation support. Ralph’s career spans 45
years in both the public and private sectors waylkmnernationally and domestically. Ralph
spent seven years with the Peace Corps in Latinridenas a volunteer and manager; seven
years as Vice President of an international devetyg consulting firm; two years helping

to build a greenhouse produce business; five yesa3hief Learning Officer/VP of an
international IT and management consulting firm 8Ad/ears as an independent
management consultant.

Katherine M. Christie

President of Global Communicators, Washington, & a former journalist and long-time
public relations professional, Katherine Christses lhad an extensive career in fields ranging
from politics and private industry to federal gaweent service. As senior press officer at
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the National Endowment for the Arts, Ms. Christiaswesponsible for publicizing programs
and projects to make the best of the Americanaadable to the widest audience. As a
Washington-based news reporter and columnist, Mastie covered the White House,
Congress and government agencies. A co-foundefatifaGCommunicators, Ms. Christie
was a Vice President of Edelman Worldwide. SheahBsA. degree, majoring in history,
with minors in German and English.

Susan Dienelt

Susan and her husband John relocated in 2006 fraghMgton, DC to what had been their
weekend house in Sperryville down the road fronieBigleade farm and school. Susan
Dienelt first met and was impressed by the skillSaesan Hoffman twenty years ago when
the Dienelt children were students of Susan HoffsxahJohn Eaton Elementary School in
DC. Those years Susan Dienelt was a professiahahteer at her children’s schools while
she worked part-time in the design field.

In recent years she has had her hands happilyeepmlydimmersed in clay as she has
developed an intense interest in making functipadiery. She was drawn to the beauty and
purity of life in Rappahannock County and becaurseirig beauty in the everyday has been
a life quest for her, she built her studio the®he sees using clay to make useful yet
beautiful tools for eating as part of the challengenderstanding our relationship to the
earth.

Anne Morgan Gray

Anne and her husband Stephen have lived in Rappabkipart time since 1995. The other
part of her life is spent in Bethesda, Marylandevehshe has a full time psychotherapy
practice. Anne became intrigued with Belle Meadeni-for its organic practices and the
school for its efforts to anchor cognitive learnemgd development within the context of the
larger natural world. Anne saw the growth of trel®Meade School and the rapidly
growing “Green Movement” as a way to acknowledgerbcessity of educating our
children and ourselves about living within the agvaass of mutual dependencies on all of
nature.

Anne’s willingness to devote scarce resourcesad tienergy and money to growing Belle
Meade Farm School evolved from understanding tladttng holding environment it offers
children and their families. Belle Meade will nueuthe skills of being part of a community
and the awareness of mutual interdependency, alsiteexperiencing a challenging
academic program. For Anne, it brings togethercthyeand country parts of her life.

Cheri Woodard

Cheri Woodard'’s career is notable for a lifelonglidation to community service and
entrepreneurial success, along with exceptionatstity and a profound respect for people
and nature. After moving to Rappahannock County9in3, she founded Faith Mountain
Company and became one of the county’s most s'atessiness leaders. After selling
the company in 2000, she and her husband, Mat#rted their dream business, Long View
Gallery in Sperryville. In 2002 she became a lggghRealtor and is currently working with
Roy Wheeler Realtors. She brings to Roy Wheetd#ep understanding of the land and
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people of Rappahannock County.

Cheri is a past president of the Rappahannock @dubtary and Co-Chairperson of the
“Taste of Rappahannock,” the major fundraising é¥enHeadwaters, the Rappahannock
County Public Education Foundation. She is thestresx and a board member of the
Rappahannock County Conservation Alliance. In e fime, she enjoys hiking in the
park, horseback riding and bicycling the beautiatk roads of Rappahannock County.

Belle Meade School is located
approximately 70 miles west of
Washington, D.C., and about 40 miles

north of Charlottesville, VA.

Belle Meade School welcomes students
and staff of every race, color, gender,
religion, and national origin.

2 Belle Meade Lane
Sperryville, VA 22740

(540) 987-8970

www.bellemeadeschool.org
school@bellemeadeschool.org

Belle Meade School is a 501(c)(3) organization.



